Oscar Greene Jr.
February 19, 1924 - October 25, 2018

Kinston, NC – Oscar Greene, Jr. died Thursday, October 25, 2018.
A memorial service will be held at 11 A.M. at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Kinston, NC
on Wednesday, October 31 with Rev. Tom Warren officiating. A reception will follow at the
Kinston Country Club.
Oscar was born February 19, 1924 in Kinston, NC to Oscar and Clara Hines Greene. He
attended Woodberry Forest School and the US Naval Academy. At the Naval Academy,
he was a two time Intercollegiate Wrestling Champion and Captain of the wrestling team.
Upon graduation, he was inducted into the U.S. Naval Academy Sports Hall of Fame. He
never lost a wrestling match while at the Academy. Oscar was invited to go to the
Olympics for wrestling but chose to go into the U.S. Navy. His service in the U.S. Navy
consisted of several deployments aboard ships that varied from aircraft carriers to LSTs.
He served as Commanding Officer aboard a LST during the Korean War. In 1952, he
returned to Kinston to work at Kinston Electric Company (later known as Electricon) with
his father. During his tenure, Electricon Inc. evolved into one of the largest
Electrical/Mechanical Contractors in the Southeast.
Oscar was very active in the community. He served as President of Kinston Kiwanis Club,
Chairman of the Tidewater Regional Blood Program, Chairman of The United Way Kinston
NC, President of Kinston-Lenoir Chamber of Commerce, and President of Hope Mission in
Morehead City.
He was awarded Outstanding Kinston Jaycee in 1957 and 1959, NC Outstanding Jaycee,
United Way Outstanding Award, and Kinston Lenoir County Outstanding Citizen of the
Year. He also served on many local boards, including First Citizens, NCNB, First Financial,
The Little Bank, and the Global Trans Park, as well as the Vestry of both St. Mary’s and
St. Andrews Episcopal Churches.
Oscar met his wife Betsy when she was in high school and they married upon his
graduation from the Academy in 1946. They were married for 54 years.
Oscar was a dedicated lifelong fitness enthusiast. He ran and did calisthenics just about
every day for 50 years, and was often seen jogging down the streets of Kinston and
Morehead City. His weekends were filled with family time as well as hunting, fishing, and
boating. Oscar and Betsy spent much of their retirement time in Morehead City where they

took particular pleasure in supporting Hope Mission.
Those who knew Oscar knew a man with an indelible wit and sense of humor who was full
of life, enthusiasm, generosity, and kindness.
Oscar is survived by his daughter, Elizabeth Greene of Raleigh; son, Oscar Greene, III
and wife, Beth of Kinston. His grandchildren are Taylor Griggs of Raleigh, and Kathryn
Morris and husband, Sean of Seattle. He was predeceased in death by his wife, Betsy
Buchanan Greene, grandson, Andrew (Andy) Oscar Greene, and his traveling companion
of many years Ms. Myrtilla Brody.
The family is grateful for and gives special thanks to his dedicated caregivers-Wiley
Boone, Deloris Williams, Margaret Dove, Wanda Myers, Roger Ormond, and Sherll
Cooper.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Hope Mission, 1412 Bridges St.,
Morehead City NC 28557; Salvation Army 2110 N Queen St. Kinston NC 28501; and Boy
Scouts of America East Carolina Council, 313 Boy Scout Blvd. Kinston NC 28501.
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800 Rountree St., Kinston, NC, US, 28501

Comments

“

I was saddened to learn of Oscar's passing this morning while reading the Sunday
edition of the N&O. What a guy! After he moved to Morehead City he got involved in
commercial fishing and became active with the North Carolina Fisheries Association.
He was a dynamo in sharing his thoughts about fishing regulations, often comparing
those with what he experienced in the electrical contracting business.
I once introduced him at a large gathering at Joslyn Hall in the Carteret Community
College. The attendees included Governor Jim Martin of North Carolina and
Governor Carroll Campbell of South Carolina. I compared him to another Oscar in
my life...it was a paddle used by the Benedictine Nuns at St. Michael grade school in
Fryburg, PA, where I was a student. That paddle's name was Oscar and was treated
with respect because it was used with authority.
Such was the way I remembered Oscar. Not fear, but earned respect brought about
by a lifetime of discipline and respect shown to all. Governor Martin was all ears
when Oscar spoke about the fishing regulations and how they were adopted by
those outside of the fishing industry and comparing it to his experiences in the
electrical business.
It's ironic that as his memorial service was underway on Wednesday, I was driving
through Kinston enroute to Raleigh for a meeting about hurricane relief for fishermen.
Any man should seek to be so remembered by his life's journey.
On behalf of the state's commercial fishing families and the North Carolina Fisheries
Association, I offer our prayers and most sincere condolences to the family.

Jerry Schill - November 03, 2018 at 07:33 AM

“

IT WAS ALWAYS A PLEASURE TO VISIT ELECTRICON IN KINSTON AND
PROVIDE UNEMPLOYED FARM WORKER NEW ADVENTURES. I MAINLY
WORKED WITH MRS GREENE AND SALLY BURKETT THROUGH PERSONNEL .
ONLY SAW OSCAR IN PASSING BUT THE FAMILY WAS ALWAYS A BRIGHT
NOTE IN MY SONG. GOD REST MY FRIEND. RIP.
GILES STROUD

GILES STROUD - October 31, 2018 at 05:40 PM

“

Family of Oscar Greene, Jr:
We were saddened to read of Mr. Green's passing. He was a man of great
accomplishments and will be greatly missed by all who knew him. Thank you for his
service to our Country!! Jack is a Kinston native (GHS '59). May God Be with You in
your time of grief!!
Jack & Marsha Wilson
Raleigh, NC

Jack Wilson - October 29, 2018 at 02:29 PM

“

I feel incredibly grateful to have had my amazing dad in my life for as long as I have.
Those who knew him knew a man of integrity,loyalty,and generosity. He was a hard
worker,kind to all,a believer in daily exercise, and above all filled with joy and humor.
He will be sorely missed.
Oscar Greene Jr
2/19/1924-10/25/2018

elizabeth greene - October 28, 2018 at 02:43 PM

“

Thanks Oscar Greene for giving me my first office job. You were always the example that I
expect from my current employer. You always made us feel like family. When I experienced
an extreme family emergency, you held my job for me and thus was long before The Family
Medical Leave Act. You were a true and kind leader.
Sarah Kearney (Chadwick)
Raleigh, NC
Sarah Kearney (Chadwick) - November 01, 2018 at 05:49 PM

“

There is so much to say about this man. He taught me so many things, the list is
long. One of the most important things he taught me was the importance of having
good manners. How to speak intelligently and respectfully to everyone. How to
behave at the table and around guests. Basically how to be classy AF. He taught me
the value of saving money, and providing for your family. He taught me the value of
hard physical labor and the importance of exercise. This is a man who did 100 sit ups
and 100 push ups and ran several miles every day well into his 70s. He provided for
me my whole life in a way I will never be able to for my own children. He loved his
family and he cared for them every day.
Do, Oscar, Oyster: Wherever you are now, I hope you’re with Mama and that the two
of you are on the boat putting the net out and getting ready to bring in all kinds of

treasures from the sea. We miss you so much already, and we are so grateful for the
life you led and the amazing legacy you left behind. We love you always
Love,
Kat
kathryn morris - October 28, 2018 at 01:15 PM

“

Have great memories of Oscar in the 1930s. We grew up as neighbors, Park Ave. &
N. McLewean, Greenes & Suttons. He and my older brother, Neal, were the same
age. Sledding down nearby Rasberry’s Hill and electric trains. Crossed paths with
him only occasionally but always a pleasure to be in his presence. Prayerfully...
Mickey Sutton, Smithfield, NC

Mickey Sutton - October 26, 2018 at 08:09 AM

