Merril "Jay" Schaffer Jr.
November 17, 1954 - January 13, 2021

On 13 January 2021
Merril (Jay) Lehman Schaffer, Jr.
Of Kinston, NC shook off these earthly coils at the age of 66 after a 3 year struggle with
esophageal cancer. He passed peacefully at home with his wife, Susan, in attendance.
Jay was born 17 Nov 1954 in Cincinnati, OH to Merril Lehman Schaffer, Sr. & Kayla
Thomas Bross. He was the eldest brother to Ted and Jeff. He attended grade school and
graduated from high school and followed his passion for creating by becoming a
machinist. He worked various projects while in Ohio and was offered a position at a busy
manufacturing plant in Kinston in 1991. After visiting the area, he found a good fit and
stayed. He retired 32 years later.
In addition to being a precise machinist and innovative creator in the workshop, Jay also
felt drawn to pass his knowledge to the next generation of machinists and for several
years worked with Lenoir Community College as a machinist instructor.
Jay was a lifelong learner and soaked up information in a wide variety of fields. His
interests ranged from bicycling, to deer hunting, to woodworking. And when he turned his
attention to a new project, he would read voraciously and then begin testing his new skill
right away. His creations are scattered across the Southeast from his foray into metal
sculpting. His longest love however was motorcycle riding. He started riding Harley
Davidson motorcycles as a young man in Ohio and continued that passion throughout his
life. He would ride anytime the weather permitted and enjoyed taking road trips to visit
family and friends. He was most proud of and excited by the cross-country ride he and
wife Susan took to Sturgis, SD for the annual motorcycle rally. He would often remark on
the long but enjoyable hours in the saddle during that ride.
He is survived by wife Susan Schaffer; stepsons, Mickey Winfree of Oak Island, NC and
Shannon Winfree of Tucson, AZ; daughter Brenda Schaffer Hager of Corinth, Kentucky;
grandchildren: Hanna Beckman and Korbe Winfree of Summerville, SC; great-

grandchildren: Audrey and Ruth Beckman of Summerville, SC; father, Merril Lehman
Schaffer, Sr of Tavares, FL;
brothers, Jeff Schaffer of Cincinnati, OH and Ted Schaffer of Cincinnati, OH
He is predeceased by his mother Kayla Thomas Bross of Cincinnati, OH.
Services are to be held 15 January 2021 at 2:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
Kinston, NC
Committal and internment will occur Saturday 16 January 2021 at 12:00 at the Bennett
Family Cemetery on Cherokee Trail, Wadesboro, NC.
Due to the current pandemic there will be no visitation or reception.
There will be a Celebration of Life when it is safe and appropriate to do so.
Jay requests that in Lieu of Flowers, please consider donating to Mary’s Kitchen an
outreach of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church. Just add “In memory of Jay” to the comments.
https://onrealm.org/stmaryskinston/-/give/now
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St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
800 Rountree St., Kinston, NC, US, 28501

Comments

“

Sorry to hear of his passing. I took machine shop classes under him at Lenoir
Community College in 1994/95. Good guy; excellent instructor

Arnold P Taylor - February 03 at 03:56 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Merril "Jay" Schaffer Jr..

January 16 at 08:00 AM

“

Carolyn Threadgill Kiker lit a candle in memory of Merril "Jay" Schaffer Jr.

Carolyn Threadgill Kiker - January 15 at 08:07 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Sammy and Linda

Sammy Jones - January 14 at 01:50 PM

