John "Mark" Kennedy
May 2, 1962 - May 20, 2018

Charlotte – John Mark Kennedy, 56, passed away peacefully after a courageous four-andone-half year battle with lung and brain cancer. Mark was born on May 2, 1962, and died
on May 20, 2018.
Mark loved life and lived it to the fullest. He will be remembered for his quick wit and his
love of laughter. Instead of collecting material things, Mark collected friends and created
fond memories.
Originally from Kinston, Mark made a point to ride around the farms whenever he was at
home. He loved visiting his Mom, with whom he had a special relationship.
Mark had a passion for Beach music and dancing. For decades, he was a regular at SOS
(Society of Stranders) at Myrtle Beach, SC, and was loved by his SOS family.
Mark also enjoyed his work at Piedmont/US Air/American Airlines in both customer
service and operations. After living in Baltimore, Myrtle Beach, and Wilmington, he
ultimately landed in Charlotte, where he lived for 28 years. His American Airlines family
has been a tremendous source of support throughout his illness.
To the amazement of his co-workers and family, Mark continued to work full time after his
first brain surgery in January 2014 until September 2017. Throughout his illness, Mark
rarely complained. He was a cancer warrior who wanted to live so he could travel to
places still on his bucket list. He outlived all projections through sheer determination and
his hopeful outlook.
Mark’s family would like to thank Dr. Jennifer Atlas and her oncology team at Levine
Cancer Institute in Charlotte, the staff of Levine and Dickson Hospice House in Charlotte,
and the staff of the SECU Hospice House in Smithfield. Additionally, his family extends
unending gratitude to his amazing friends who drove him to doctor’s appointments, scans,
chemo, and radiation, as well as visited, brought food, managed prescriptions, or sat by
his bedside.
Mark is survived by his mother, Meta Mae Kennedy of Kinston, and his siblings, Billie Jo
Kennedy Cockman, Bruce Kennedy and Ethlyn Kennedy. He is also survived by his
nephews, Forrest Kennedy and his wife Krystal, Eric Respess, Zachary Respess, and
James Cockman, and by his niece Paige Cockman and her husband, Josiah Shackleton.
A visitation will be held at Edwards Funeral Home at 702 North Queen Street in Kinston

on Thursday, May 24, from 2:00 until 4:00 PM. There will also be a visitation in Charlotte
at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial gifts be made to the Carolinas Brain
Cancer Fund. Checks can be made to “Carolinas HealthCare Foundation.” Address as
follows: Carolinas Brain Cancer Fund, c/o Carolinas HealthCare Foundation, 208 East
Blvd. Charlotte, NC 28203. Gifts can also be made online at www.givecarolinas.org/findyour-cause/cancer
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Edwards Funeral Home & Cremations
702 North Queen Street, Kinston, NC, US, 28501

Comments

“

Mark, thank you for the heartwarming memories. I moved to Baltimore to work at
BWI with our Piedmont family. You were an integral part of that family for me. Marie,
Leslie, Eugene, Vic, and so many many more amazing people.... all loved and
treasured. I remember living with you and the guys down on Riverdale Rd in Severna
Park, MD. Late nights at the airport, parties at Floey's..... and your mornings started
with a smoke, a Bojangles sausage biscuit with mustard, and Andy Griffith. Those
were happy days. Mark. You were always a very kind friend .... a hilarious
roommate.... a gentleman. You were and will always continue to be deeply loved and
missed. God bless you, dear sweet Mark.
Lisa Angell White

Lisa Maultsby Angell White - May 28, 2018 at 08:51 AM

“

So much fun in BWI... remember when Marie and I put him to work on 400
overbooked CLT flight on his first day....

Leslie Peek - May 26, 2018 at 09:59 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Edwards Funeral Home & Cremations - May 24, 2018 at 04:06 PM

“
“
“

Very nice! Sure gonna miss this guy! - Cow
Ron - May 24, 2018 at 06:28 PM

RIP my BWI buddy, gone way too soon.....Bobby Renegar
Bobby Renegar - May 25, 2018 at 08:23 AM

What a GREAT guy! We will all miss him so much!
JoAnn Archer DeHaven - May 26, 2018 at 07:44 AM

“

“

Oh my gosh! I love this!

Sure does bring back great memories. Love this guy!

cheryl henriksen - May 26, 2018 at 08:40 AM

Mark, you will be missed by all that knew you! I loved working with you in Zone 4 (as
it was called at the time), on the "B" gates. You were always positive, hard working,
and laughing! You made work fun for the rest of us! John and I send our deepest
condolences to your family and very close friends! Precious memories were made at
the Charlotte Douglas International Airport in those days! We will treasure the time
we shared with you! John & Caroline Matjasko

Carolyn and John Matjasko - May 24, 2018 at 02:31 PM

“

Keeping Mark's family in thought and prayer. So sorry for your loss.
Vickie Waters Downing

Vickie Downing - May 23, 2018 at 08:25 AM

“

I'm saddened by the loss of my brother, my sidekick, my old roomie and an all
around great friend. For someone who I have spoken and hung out with regularly for
over 25 years it will be easy to remember the good times. The beach, the backyard,
concerts or just sitting around drinking cold ones talking smack and spitting one
liners. Always a good time, always a smile. To the Kennedy family, may God
strengthen you through each other during this time.
Dream of the Angels Possum, rest easy my friend
Love ya brother...
Trav Hanna

Trav Hanna - May 22, 2018 at 11:32 PM

“

RIP my friend. DM

Don Murphy - May 22, 2018 at 09:04 PM

“

Wayne & I met Mark in MYR we all worked together, even before Wayne and I were
married . We socialized after work ,even watching Marks’ talent as we would all stack
up beer bottles and Mark would auction them off. He was so much fun. We saw him
at several SOS ‘s ,he was always smiling. Which we all know he is in heaven ,smiling
& listening to beach music. We love you Mark and prayers to your family who has
been so thoughtful keeping us updated.
Love always
Wayne & Anne Hardy

Anne Hardy - May 22, 2018 at 08:55 PM

“

John Hamilton purchased the Ghirardelli Galore for the family of John "Mark"
Kennedy.

John Hamilton - May 22, 2018 at 06:39 PM

“

I really enjoyed the times, mainly my single years after a bad divorce, going out with
Mark, aka Possum and his long string of friends! He helped me get back in the game
again and there were many good times. He introduced me to SOS, and Cancun. My
now wife, Wendy, who I met through him still go to this day. Such a character! Met his
dad one trip, the big Possum so I know where he got some of his character from. A
very good auctioneer and had that talent. But there were so many funny and great
times I will always remember and cherish. We were fortunate to see him a few times
just recently and I never will forget this last time I went after work he looked at me
and started Mooing! See his nickname for me was "Cow". Man, this really hits home
and reality is setting in. So many will be missing this guy. I know where we work
they/I do! Prayers for his family, a wonderful family for sure. Also if he walked by a
group of ladies he always said "hello girls"
Love ya brother!
Hated to lose you so soon!
(I tried quitting smoking several times. When he told me the news a few years back
of his diagnosis, that did it for me! I have been quit since then. Thank you Possum!)

Ron Toney - May 22, 2018 at 05:44 PM

“

I knew him when he lived in the Baltimore area. When I would visit in Charlotte I
would give him a call. He was a great guy and I always enjoyed talking to him when I
would see and talk to him. He will be greatly missed.

John Hamilton - May 22, 2018 at 05:26 PM

“

I believe God puts people in your life for a reason. So glad he put Mark in mine when
we worked first together in BWI w/ Piedmont Airlines and started a friendship
spanning over 30 years. The best and most loyal friend anyone could ever hope for.
He became my brother. I know he is "shaggin" to the best beach music in heaven
tonight. Love and miss you friend, you have no idea what an impact you had on
everyone you touched.
Mike Archer

Michael Archer - May 22, 2018 at 04:33 PM

“

Hard to believe a very close friend like Mark has passed . Only worked closely in
bagroom at CLT for 20 plus years so we became good buds ‘Retired now but miss
our buckets of Walmart wings and Showmars fish sandwiches. A wonderful great
person and will be missed by many. Prayers go out to his Mom whom he loved and
the rest of his family !! Miss You Possum !!

Dave Hazlett - May 22, 2018 at 04:19 PM

“

Going to miss my best buddy. A dear friend since 1986 when he moved to myrtle
beach. We shared so many good times and bad times together. All my family thought
so much of Mark, my mother especially.
Im going to miss our Sunday lunches and conversations.
I love you buddy.
Smokey Robinson said it best:
"I'll miss you my buddy
I'll miss you my friend, time is going to be hard and slow"
Mark Boles

Mark Boles - May 22, 2018 at 01:35 PM

