Anneliese Hunneke
April 13, 1932 - December 17, 2020

Anneliese Hunneke passed away peacefully on December 17th, 2020 at home with her
family around her. She was 88 years old. A memorial service will be held outside next to
the Memorial Garden at the First Presbyterian Church of Kinston on Wednesday
December 23rd at 2:00 pm. The garden is adjacent to the church parking lot and folks will
be able to sit in their cars or bring their own chairs to sit on the grass. Please observe the
Governor’s social distancing and mask requirements. The family will receive guests
immediately thereafter.
Anneliese was preceded in death by her parents, Ilse and William Traumuller, her brother
Martin Traumuller, her husband Fred, her son Steven, and grandson Joseph Felix Suarez.
She is survived by her children Gunnar, Lisa (Luther), Bill (Sylvia), and Jose Suarez
(Regina), sister-in-law Doris Traumuller, daughter-in-law Ginny Hunneke, grandsons
Morgan Hunneke and Colby Lewis, granddaughter Regina-Elena Pepe (Michael), great
grandchildren Matthew and Carolina Pepe, and nephews David Baker, Bruce and Eric
Traumuller, and niece Diane Pflaum.
Anneliese, a first generation American, was born April 13, 1932 in Passaic New Jersey to
William and Ilse Traumuller who had recently immigrated from Germany. She graduated
from Teaneck High School and Bucknell University. Prior to meeting the love of her life,
Fred, she taught elementary school. Following a short courtship, Anneliese and Fred
married. While she left her teaching career after marrying, she continued to be a life-long
educator. Anneliese and Fred taught us all what marriages could be, holding hands
everywhere they went, regularly writing each other love letters, and saving them all.
“Service to others is the rent we pay for the space we occupy” was a slogan Anneliese
often shared and absolutely personified. She was an active volunteer in New Jersey with
the Junior Woman’s Club and the Project Hope Hospital Ship among other organizations.
She didn’t miss a beat when she landed in Kinston in 1975 where she served as a board
member of the Community Council for the Arts and remained an active volunteer for the
ensuing 45 years. She had another volunteer career at Lenoir Memorial Hospital where

she logged in excess of 6,000 hours, principally working reception in the Day Surgery unit
every Thursday morning from six o’clock until noon. She held board of directors’ positions
on the local chapter of the North Carolina Symphony, the Kinston Country Club, Kinston
Lenoir County Public Library (including as President from 1991-1996), and local chapter of
the American Association of University Women. An avid advocate for literacy, Anneliese
also volunteered as a reading lab specialist at South East School from 1985 to 1997, and
at one time sported a license plate that said “READ 2”. She was an active member and
previous officer of Kinston’s local chapter of PEO, an international philanthropic
educational organization that promotes women’s education through loans, grants and
scholarships. In 1994, Anneliese received the Governor’s award for Outstanding Volunteer
Service from then Governor James B. Hunt and again in 2018 from Governor Cooper.
Anneliese and Fred loved Kinston, and during their fifty-six years of marriage regularly
opened their home to friends in the community and friends across the country and globe.
From hosting Rotary Club members from sister city Winnipeg to visiting artists from
Shanghai, you could not realistically count the number of guests from other states,
countries and continents that have slept and enjoyed a meal under the Hunneke roof.
Anneliese and Fred always opened their home to travelers. Indeed, they opened their
home to an 18-year-old during a time when they had three young children of their own.
Jose was supposed to come for six months, until he got his own place, and ended up
becoming family and staying for six years, when he married and moved into an apartment
with his new bride. The Hunnekes are among those special people who have never known
a stranger and Anneliese & Fred were the consummate ambassadorial catalysts for
neighborly kindness. Her threshold bears a plate with the phrase from Hebrews 13:2 “Be
not forgetful to entertain strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares”
and she unquestionably bore witness to that commitment.
Anneliese has been an active member of First Presbyterian Church of Kinston for 45
years and went to Haiti on mission trips with the church in 2003 and again in 2014.
Anneliese has been a friend, confidant, and “Oma” to countless individuals over the years.
A nurturer, doer, and giver who continued to give freely of her time, talent and treasure to
any and all who might ask. She was, a magnificent example of how we ought to conduct
ourselves.
Another favorite saying of Anneliese’ was “give flowers to the living”. Consider a memorial
gift to either The Kinston Community Council for the Arts, The Neuse Regional Library,
Lenoir Hospital Foundation, or First Presbyterian Church of Kinston.
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Comments

“

We are saddened to hear about Anneliese. She was one of the most genuine and
pleasant person we met in Kinston. We enjoyed getting to know Fred and her &
appreciated their hospitality and kindness. Our deepest condolences to Bill, Lisa and
the family. May she Rest In Peace

archna anand - January 09 at 08:51 AM

“

I met Anneliese and Fred through Rotary International and several exchange visits
between Rotary Clubs in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada and Kinston, North Carolina.
Anneliese and Fred were beautiful people who made a significant impact on my life. I
admired their generosity, spirit and kindness to strangers. Leslie Weir and I send our
condolences to their family. We are saddened by your loss.
Terry E. Cheater, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

Terry E. Cheater - January 05 at 12:21 PM

“

We are so saddened to learn of the passing of Anneliese! She and Fred were our
"across the street" neighbors for 20 years. They were the SWEETEST neighbors
ever! Sending our love and condolences to the entire Hunneke Family!

Brenda and Carter Sitterson - January 04 at 01:38 PM

“

I worked with Fred Hunneke for many years and became acquainted with Anneliese.
like Fred, I found her to be very kind, considerate, and community oriented. I came to
know her children as well. The entire family is a pleasure to know. Rest in peace.
Melvin Stalls

melvin stalls - December 22, 2020 at 06:04 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Anneliese Hunneke.

December 22, 2020 at 11:35 AM

“

Lisa ,Bill and family sorry to hear of the loss of your mother she was a wonderful and
caring lady. Prayers Vicki Baker

VICKI H BAKER - December 22, 2020 at 08:47 AM

“

Sarah Brown lit a candle in memory of Anneliese Hunneke

Sarah Brown - December 21, 2020 at 11:38 AM

“

To the family of Anneliese. Our neighbor bill and Sylvia has been across street and I
and truly say they have been such kind and caring neighbors. I have a heavy heart
for all of his and know how much it hurts. She had a be a very unique person and
cared for others and instilled that in bill and I sure the rest of you. May god bless and
watch over as the days to follow will be tough but you can be proud of the way you
took care of her. With deepest sympathy. Nola and Jack overton Greenville NC
neighbors house

Nola b overton - December 20, 2020 at 09:01 AM

“

She was a beautiful Angel on Earth. “Herself” lifted every soul she touched. No
greater love than hers can be found on Earth. Peace to each of you Hunneke Family.

Mickey Cooper - December 19, 2020 at 10:00 PM

“

My sincere sympathies to the Hunneke family, especially Bill. What a wonderful life
she lived. It's hard to imagine how much she will be missed by unknown numbers of
people whose life she touched. Sorry I never knew her, but I did know Fred & Bill
while I had an apparel business in Dover (Whitley Apparel Company). May she rest
in eternal Peace. May God Bless her family.
Eugene Whitley

Eugene Whitley - December 19, 2020 at 02:41 PM

“

My heart breaks to hear about the passing of Ms. Anneliese! She was just an
amazing person! Always willing to help in any way possible! Such a phenomenal
lady! She will truly be missed by many! Heartfelt prayers to the family!

Elaine Carmon - December 19, 2020 at 09:12 AM

“

Mr. and Mrs. Hunneke were supporters of PathChoice as we sought to positively
impact our community. I am forever grateful to have known them. My prayers remain
with the family. Evelyn Dove Coleman

Min. Evelyn Dove Coleman - December 19, 2020 at 09:11 AM

“

It was a privilege to have known and to have worked with Anneliese and Fred in our
years at the First Presbyterian Church in Kinston.
May God comfort, bless and strengthen all of her family and all whose lives she has
touched in her loving ways.
Huw and Rachel Christopher, Pasadena, California

Huw Christopher - December 18, 2020 at 11:55 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Anneliese Hunneke.

December 18, 2020 at 07:57 PM

“

What a great lady; always in tune to everything and true leader! I enjoyed many
years in the Art Club Study Group with her! She was welcoming and a friend to all!!
She will be missed in this community! My she Rest In Peace!

Nora Parker - December 18, 2020 at 07:42 PM

“

My family knew her since 1976 when we moved back to Kinston. Always sweet and kind.
My thoughts and prayers are with her family
Caroline Blackburn - December 19, 2020 at 01:49 AM

“

A piece of my heart has gone to heaven I loved you like a mother! Heaven has just
received a Angel R.I.P. Mom!! Love Tammy Galog!

Tammy Galog - December 18, 2020 at 03:18 PM

“

What a wonderful tribute to a very beautiful and special lady. She was one of the kindest
women that has touched my life in my earlier years. I know that she is HAPPY and is living
her new life in heaven.
BLESSINGS and love to her family, I know she will be greatly missed. God bless you y'all
April Deluisio - December 18, 2020 at 04:20 PM

“

Carol Mallard Walters lit a candle in memory of Anneliese Hunneke

Carol Mallard Walters - December 18, 2020 at 12:56 PM

